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"We are in a difficult hour, in which the world
is in an urgent need of peace and salvation
that can only come from above.

It is up to us, therefore, to hasten the hour

of divine mercy with holiness of life.

This is what our Opera wishes to do,

and all the Poor Servants, convinced as we are
that only holiness can bring people to God,
especially in the coming Holy Year."

St. Jobn Calabria
to Card. Clement Micara,
December 16, 1949






My dear brothers, sisters and friends
of the Calabrian Family, Shalom!

I deeply and intensely wish to say this to youl!
Once again and truly I desire to be able to hear this
greeting from the lips of Jesus, in His own tone of voice.

Shalom!

That word, those lips, that face.

Even today, now, they resonate, even now listening to
this greeting we can look at his face and so everything
changes: He enters the cenacle with his body marked by
the wounds of violence suffered, accepted, received and
yet he says:

Shalom!

He, the Living Gospel, to whom St. John Calabria has
always invited and continues to invite us to look to, to be
like him: Living Gospels.

Shalom!

These days we have news of wars that shock us because
they are nearby: Gaza, Ukraine! Let us not forget those
that are unspoken because they are far away: South
Sudan, Yemen, Syria, Ethiopia...

The war, something tragic!
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Could Jesus well have chosen to enter where the disciples
were hidden and say anything but Shalom?

Those who wage war forget humanity, do not stand with
the commmon population, do not look at the concrete
lives of people but put before them only interests of a few
and powerful.

What moves us to war?

The partisan interests, the interests of power, in essence
a false idea of our identity.

Those who rely on the perverse logic of weapons forget
or do not know that God is Father, and distance
themselves from their fellow human beings whom they
do not perceive as brothers.

Jesus welcomes and takes on violence, He radically seeks
peace, in every conflict He rejects weapons. He, the Son
of God the Father is a peacemaker: He does not generate
war or use violence to make His point or to make the
disciples understand what had actually happened three
days earlier.

Shalom!

1. PEACE IS COMMUNION

The Hebrew term Shalom, which became in Greek
eirene (and later in Latin pax), is translated in modern
languages as the word "peace," which means the absence



of war, absence of difficulties, absence of contrasts; it
therefore has a negative character.

In ancient languages, however, the concept of peace, in
addition to this meaning, often carries a positive sense: it
indicates a union, an alliance (foedera pacis).

In early Christian language the term peace is very often
used to mean society, bond of union:

"heretics are not received into the peace and fellowship of the churches
arising from the apostles." (Tertullian, 3rd century AD).

S. Augustine, in a letter to St. Jerome writes "A pious young
man has come to me, a brother in Catholic peace."

In early Christian burial insctriptions the formula "z peace"
even serves as a criterion for judging the Christian
character of a burial: even within the same family one
could find graves with Christian inscriptions and
symbolism and others not.

The formula "depositus in pace" is fully understandable only
if one thinks that here peace does not so much mean
tranquility, absence of tribulation, as it means a
community, the Communion of Saints (the Church).

In another very common formula, koinonia kai eirene
(in Latin pax et communio) are not distinct things, but
a single reality expressed by two synonymous words. This
endiadi 1s still used today in the address of solemn papal
encyclicals, by which the pope intends to address
archbishops, bishops "pacen: et communionem cum Apostolica
Sede habentibus."

“Endiadi” s two words, then, joined in a rhetorical figure
in which a concept is expressed with two coordinated
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terms, two words one of which would be the complement
of the other.

Another example of endiadi is found in symphonia kai
eirene in which the concept of peace is again wedded to
that of communion: St. Athanasius, bishop of Alexandria
in Egypt, claims that this "symphonia kai eirene" unites him
with four hundred bishops.

Pope Julius assures Athanasius, after the Synod of 340,
that he enjoys "koinonia kai agape" (communion and
charity), that is, ecclesiastical communion.

In this case "agape" is not just brotherly love, but the
bond of communion.

History thus witnesses to us that communion is born
from Peace: concrete, true, sought and lived in its own
context. There is no communion without peace!

2. PEACE IS GIFT OF THE TRINITY

I wish to share with you reflections on a precious gift that
Jesus poured out through the Holy Spirit bringing us the
substance of the Father: the Peace.

This peace, he gave it to us concretely in the moment
when the soldiet's spear pierced his side and reaffirmed it
as a style and choice of relationship in the cenacle. Thus
the trinity was made righteous.

This is the peace we long for in our world.



Sixty years after the publication of Pope John XXIII's
encyclical " Pacem in Terris," a space for deep reflection on
peace and communion in today's context is opened. This
important document, published in 1963, proved
prophetic in its teachings on the challenges of peace,
human rights and social justice. Today we contextualize
the message by considering the world in which we live: it
is essential, in order to be servants of divine providence,
on the one hand to continue meditating on these issues,
and on the other hand to find concrete ways to apply
them! I ask you to draw lessons and apply the principles
of "Pacemr in Terris" to contemporary reality as Living
Gospels.

To be Calabrian Family, born from the heart of
Providence-bearers of peace in the context of Fathet's
justice, requires a twofold commitment: one of interiority
and of coherence.

It requires an awareness: everything is given to us and
therefore we have everything in our hands and under our
care. We require a style like that of Jesus: acting in
communion and in union with the Father.

Jesus, in St. John Calabria, guides us to the choice of
being men and women of peace and making peace, this
decision begins in the heart of each of us, as it did in the
pierced heart of Jesus.

To be of peace we must seek inner peace, a peace that
comes from our intimate relationship with God, from our
consciousness of being children of that Father. Peace-
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making stems from our commitment to live by the
principles of justice and love poured out by the Father
through Jesus as his Providence for the world.

The choice to assert themselves through Peace (they
could both, Father and Son, decide otherwise) stems
from God's coherence with himself, as Father, and it
stems from Jesus' coherence with himself, as Son.

Out of this relationship and knowledge and coherence
with self emerges the communion between them that
opens up to us as brothers and sisters of Jesus and thus
children of the Father through the Holy Spirit.

The choice of peace as divine righteousness made by the
Father and peace as human righteousness made by Jesus
causes us to have communion with them, in them.
Communion with them involves and envelops us through
the Holy Spirit; this common union is such that we are
spiritual and physical body with Jesus and in Jesus:
Church.

3. PEACE IS CHRISTIANS' HABITUS
What attitude could we have, then, as Calabrian Family?

St. John Calabria tells us in a letter dated September 1942,
"I recommend to you then so much charity; the Poor Servants must
implement these great words of Jesus: "Ut unum sint. Be one, among
yourselves and with your Superiors. Help one another, sympathize
with one another, use good manners, render one another services;
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bear one another's burdens: "omnia vestra in caritate fiant." And
see to 1t that you remove everything that might disturb charity, union
and peace among brothers; let not the sun set on your anger, let
momentarily disturbed peace return among you, and do it in a true
spirit.

Sometimes it happens that we find ourselves designing
the Calabrian Family, the Opera that has been handed
over to us, with vestments on, like a bishop in his official
role with the miter, the crosier, or we imagine the
Calabrian Family with the Bible in its hand, or again with
a candle, other times we describe it as industrious,
technical, caretaker, administrative. We are all that and
more, however, how are we?

I have been going around a lot among you, and the most
beautiful image, I would say most consonant with how
we express biblical language and embody the gospel is the
Opera of the Apron.

In the Gospel of John it says: Jesus then rose from the table,
laid down bis garments, girded himself with an apron, and began to
wash the feet of his disciples. (cf. Jn. 13:1-20). Jesus, He who
is Divine Providence, shows us the style: He girds
Himself with an apron!

All of us, brothers and sisters, depending on how we
manage the opera that has been handed over to us, have
"sacred" vestments-uniforms, we also have "our
sacristies",and well, let us bring into our wardrobes, into
our places the one tool that would have the full right to
be there: the apron.
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Put on your work clothes, furnish your technical spaces
and inhabit life, and stand up, lay down your robes, gird
yourself with an apron and set out to serve.

Understand that peace begins from there: the ethics of
the face of Jesus-the Living Gospel.

I am convinced that if we open ourselves to the
dimension of God the Father precisely from the human
face of Jesus, we can with him and in him be men and
women of peace.

I believe that if, in the footsteps of a great man of peace,
Don Tonino Bello, we could change certain Bible verses
that say:

"Let me behold, O Lord, your face,

your face, O Lord, I seek" (ctf. Ps. 27)

and say, "Your face, brother, 1 seek, let me see your face," then
we would find not only the roots, but also the trees, the
branches, the foliage, the flowers, the fruits of
nonviolence and peace, of fellowship.

Because peace comes from putting on that apron and
daring to wash each othet's feet and therefore make
communion.

In the letter quoted below, St. John Calabria so much
recommends charity, he invites us as his children to
concretely implement in our spaces and times Jesus as a
style of communion with one another.

Let Charity be our badge!

“Dear young people, 1 highly and highly recommend charity, this
robe, this badge of Christian identity. In our days there is a great,
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great need for this virtue, brought from heaven to earth by our Lord
Jesus Christ and who wants it to burn in all hearts."

(St. John Calabria, Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus,
undated)

The peace to be sought and to be made an absolute
option in our relationships is, therefore, not something
external, not a tunic to be worn, or a position to be
assumed, but a true habitus mentis, because of the
communal style of Christ's charity assumed by those who
call themselves Christians.

4. PEACE IS CELEBRATION OF LIFE

The primary focus should be expressed within our
communities, serving our brothers and sisters, and
allowing ourselves to be served by them.

To Spend oneself on the poor, that’s fine. But it is better
to enable ourselves as Opera to wash the feet of those
who are excluded from all security systems and who are
marginalized from all the banquets of life.

Who are these marginalized people today?

Before the migrants, the disabled, the refugees, the
downtrodden, those ordinarily stationed outside the
wotldly dinner table, before that there are the family
members: there are those who share with us the home,
the table, the temple, the work.
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Only when we have dried the ankles of our brothers and
sisters can our hands work miracles on the calves of
others without scraching them. Even more difficult, our
feet will be able to move in search of the last without
tiring, only when they have been washed by a friendly,
fraternal hand.

In the washing of feet, we must recover the value of
reciprocity. Which is the strongest teaching hidden in
that gesture of Jesus.

But we are called to go a step further.

"One another..."

With that invitation from the Gospel and St. John
Calabria, we are called to conclude that in the gesture of
laying down our garments and putting on the apron, there
is a strong invitation in knowing how to "lose our lives"!
What does it mean?

It means to become that grain of wheat that by falling into
the ground rots, dies to itself, because only in this way can
new life blossom in the grain of wheat: a new dawn, a
dawn of Peace that will mark not only the end of
conflicts, but the beginning of new relationships, new
friendships, new reciprocities, and that Covenant with the
Creator and with Creation will be reestablished.

Here is the true Eucharist celebrated: not that of rituals,
but that of evangelical boldness, which does not assert
to the oppressors, but which becomes a basin, a towel, an
apron... which becomes charity!
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How we succeed in doing this we find by recovering the
intimate inner dialogue, as our holy founder did, with
Jesus.

He knows us better than we know ourselves, and if we
surrender our "head" to Him, we will recognize Him as
the head of our life, our body will be instructed and led
with infinite love toward our own individual call to be
children, brothers and sisters who are missionatries.

So many times we, too, are caught up in a comfortably
lukewarm, convenient faith, to the point of being flaccid,
faint, empty, with the risk of emptying out even the
climactic moment, and reducing the Eucharist to a
moment of reassuring complacency.

"Do this in memory of me" means to be for Christ, with
Christ, in Christ, to receive his body and to be really, in
this time and in these spaces, his body. Only in this way
is the request He makes of us to do this in remembrance
fulfilled: in being now in communion with him and with
others.

Thus reconciling and bringing to Him, in Him, with Him
the times and spaces, the relationships, the things we
manage, inhabit, finally our lives.

In this way the Eucharist becomes a bursting force
that changes the world, that gives the desire for the
unprecedented.

This is our unprecedented: the marginalized squares of
the human soul and the world. There the Lord calls us,
with a new boldness, with a new courage. The Eucharist
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should take us there where people suffer with logic
different from the worldly.

"“The Mass should launch us ont. Instead of saying Mass is over, go
in peace, we should be able to say peace is over, go to Mass. Because
if you go to Mass your peace ends" (Don Tonino Bello).
Peace as a worldly habit ends and the peace of Jesus
begins.

5. PEACE IS A PATH TOWARDS THE
OTHER

John XXIII reminds us that peace is a divine gift and
that we must seek it with humility and prayer. He
writes, "The world is full of suffering. In a world so marked
by so many evils, each of us feels invited to seek peace with
humility and trust, with prayer and sacrifice." (Encyclical
Pacem in Terris)

All this reminds us that the search for peace is a spiritual
mission and yet it is concrete: it requires our humility
before God and our dedication in serving others.

It is one thing to understand why "it happens this way" it
is other thing to, in the face of obvious injustice, remain
inwardly at peace and choose to adopt peace by making
peaceful choices. Knowing how to distinguish between
what is understandably logical for the world and what is
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right for God, which we therefore choose to do as the
Calabrian Family together with Jesus.

In his Encyclical " Fratelli Tutti," (cf. No. 101) Pope
Francis urges us to see in every person as our neighbor,
regardless of their origin, culture, ethics or faith: every
stranger abandoned along the road can become a
neighbor if someone stops to help them.

This perspective reminds us that peace cannot be
achieved unless we care about others and are willing to
extend a hand to those in need. Being true "brothers"
requires an active commitment to fight indifference and
division: a better world is not built by division and hatred.

"My God the war continues. 1 have never understood how a
Christian can call for, patronize war. War is a great scourge that
has called humanity with its disorders, with its sins. A Christian
must always pray that peace may reign, that men in their differences,
reasons and by the light of reason, enlightened even more by faith,
decide and compose what is best for a Christian and civilized people,
but war no, no, no! The Christian's task in war is to suffer it and
strive with all power to alleviate all the pains and miseries this
scourge brings. Brothers killing brothers! Who can think this and
approve of it, without renouncing being a follower of Jesus Christ?"
(St. John Calabria, DIARY, June 9, 1918)
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6. PEACEMAKERS

Blessed are the peacemarkers,

Jor they shall be called children of God. (Mt 5:9)

Being peacemakers does not mean having ready-made
solutions or applying formulas that solve complex issues
far beyond the reach of every man and woman of good
will. But rather it means being creative, putting forth the
little or the much that we have and welcoming the
inspirations that the Spirit gives us.

What I propose now is a simple acrostic of the word
peace, for each letter a word that explains and contains its
deeper meaning.

If you like, everyone can also make his own acrostic,
supplementing and replacing words with other words. As
for me, the four words that flow from the word PACE
[Peace in italian] and are also its specific content are as
follows.

P for PARDON.

Let us read together a passage from the letter of St. John
Calabria to the Religious dated March 25, 1945, "Brothers,
God is calling us, continnally calling us. When I see and hear these
devices of war, sowers of slaughter and death, it seems to me to bear
the voice of God the Creator crying out to us: Enough, enough,
enough sins! Truly, is it Christian life in the full sense of the word!
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(..) We are Christians; let us therefore live in sincere charity, let us
love one another. We are children of the same Father in Heaven, we
are all brothers in Christ who redeemed us, we are all one family,

the family of God. Why then so much hatred? Hatred is the work

of Satan, he who hates makes himself an instrument of Satan who
wants the destruction of good; hatred is death, love is life hatred is
torment, love is joy. How it hurts to hear, among Christians, there
are alarming intentions of hatred and revenge! One meditates, one
yearns for the time to give out this low instinct in the aftermath of
the sconrge; no, no, for God's sake! Let us instead cultivate generous
intentions of forgiveness and peace; we have all sinned, we all need
to sincerely repeat that sublime prayer taught us by Christ: ""Our
Father, who art in heaven..., forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who have offended us." What peace would onrs be if we were
to profane it with fratricidal strife, with private vengeance, with
retaliations? What kind of Christianity wonld onrs be?»

What does Jesus do when he is not understood, not
followed, abandoned, attacked, arrested, stripped naked,
beaten, offended, tortured, unjustly judged, put to death,
buried?

Only the one who forgives can pour out peace from
himself and then, resurrected, greet with Shalom!

Let us think how difficult it was for Jesus: he perspired
blood! Peace is conquest, journey, commitment.

But it would be bad trouble if anyone thought that it is
only and simply the fruit of his/her (our) human efforts
or the result of his/her (our) titanic voluntarism. Peace
was chosen together: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
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"Made in Heaven" (Don Tonino Bello) Peace is a choice
on the basis of a gift that comes from above.
In communion.

What then is the role of peacemakers? That of not
rejecting the gift from the sender. It is, in particular, to
make this gift from God relevant and usable for all.
Let me explain with an image.

Jesus came down to the thirst-ridden earth. With his
cross, planted on Calvary like an auger [drill], he dug a
well of the freshest water. Jesus, once resurrected,
delivered this well to men, saying, "I leave you peace, 1 give
you my peace" (Jn. 14:27).

Now it is our turn to draw the water of peace to quench
the earth's thirst. To us, is the task of bringing it to the
surface, of channeling it, of protecting it from pollutions,
of bringing it to all.

Peace, then, is gift. Indeed, it is "for-giving." A gift "for."
A multiplied gift. A gift from God that, when it reaches
the recipient, also brings the “debt-forgiven” for the
brothert.

And here the talk becomes very concrete.

How can we speak words of peace if we do not know
how to forgive? Again there is an intimate and personal
work that we must choose to do.

Witnessing requires consistency between what we say and
what we do. Otherwise we come across as wayward
children, claiming to be credible on the basis of written
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and professed norms, while concretely in our daily affairs
the logic of the world, that of "hold a grudge" prevails.
It is one thing to understand the logic of "deterrence" of
missile-for-missile and how it governs relations between
states, it is another thing to begin to think about choosing
to step out of the patterns of "an eye for an eye and a tooth
for a tooth" and ask Jesus how to do it in our daily conflicts
and behave differently.

To do it with Him or for Him.

Only the one who forgives can, as a risen man, speak
of peace.

We would be unconvincing if we were not willing to that
unilateral and unconditional disarmament of Jesus called
" pardon." {" forgivness"} That laying down of robes
about which I have written above! It starts from here!
Then it will also be legitimate to theorize about
nonviolence or reason about dialogue among peoples or
sincerely curse war.

A for ART

Don Tonino Bello said, "Nonviolence is still a weak culture,”
but "peace is an art that is learned."

And art is a lifelong learning itinerary. Thinking back to
the four pillars of Pax Christi, it is possible to implement
it as a search for #ruth, breath of freedom, hunger and thirst
for justice, power of Jove or "conviviality of differences"
rooted in the Trinitarian mystery: equality, difference,
relationship.
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All equal, all different, all in relationship.

And each one can do something.

This, perhaps, we lack and should be sought and desired: to
awaken fresh confidence in the possibility of change; to
feel peace not only as a duty, but as the joy of living together
as members of the human family; to practice it not only as a
tenacious struggle, sometimes too alarmed, but as a wovement of
liberating friendship, as a commitment nourished by the wisdom
of a smile. An art to be practiced, that of peace, which truly
allows us, in a new way, to be artisans of a culture of
Providence that manifests the beauty and truth of a God who
is Father, and which we can continue to proclaim today, too,
with new categories and languages, whatever the cost.

C for CROSS

Jesus nailed down stands for the pang of the cross, which,
as St. Paul said is "scandal to the Jews and foolishness to the
Gentiles”" (1 Cor. 1:23).

The personal cross of Jesus, and the cross of all of us, for
we are all called to make our contribution of blood, it
becomes a tributary of the great river that starts from
Golgotha and feeds the submerged economy of salvation.
Feeling free and being with Jesus, in Jesus, happens only
because of communion with the Father and because of
the Holy Spirit. It is impossible for us alone.

The cross embraced out of love is folly and foolishness
to the world. However, that "being" changes us and
changes the world.
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There with the cross, his cross and our cross, there is little
to joke about because one comes face to face with fear,
anguish and finally death.

Yet, there is salvation.

It is difficult to explain, and it is a Mystery that cannot be
understood by standing away from it; one must
experience it, the cross.

That sort of "Bank Loan and Deposit " that is the
economy of salvation, from which the Lord draws to
meet the salvation of the wotld, the liberation of the
world, that common endowment of grace, mercy and
strength that changes the fortunes of the wotld, turning
weakness into boldness and certain defeat into victory, we
also feed it with our physical sufferings, with our weeping,
with our tears, with our pain.

The Danish poet Hans Christian Andersen, says that "
heaven 1 know not where in the firmament, there is a star in which
the Heavenly Father keeps in a casket of all the tears of men, for
tears are never useless. Those tears are ours, of people, of creation

that feed the treasury from which God draws."

"

The Creation, in its humanity, is crushed by the pharaohs
of all time, let us stay away from them.

The culture of compromise with evil can never find
mediation with the culture of the artisan of Divine
Providence. The choice of the field does not allow for
compromise.

The various international situations, the massacres, the
spectacles of starvation pass before our eyes like
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inconsumable gutters from the flowing plague of pain. An
enormity of injustices in the face of which we humanly
feel succumbing,.

This temptation to think about even the worst situations
without an outlet is overcome with Jesus and in Jesus.

But it is the personal sphere of choice that makes the
difference on the field of doing. For standing in the
pangs of the cross allows us to find the coherence of
God's logic: we discard that of the world and get busy
because we feel called to serve. To serve in ordetr to
unstick from the cross the poor people who pass by us
defeated, torn, killed and bled. There will be no shortage
of pain there, however, courage and strength will
overflow.

E for EXODUS

We need to leave riches behind, something we have
become unaccustomed to even in the Church. The New
Testament, and particularly the book of the Acts of the
Apostles, speaks clearly: "They sold and gave to the poor’ (¢f.
Acts 2:44-45; Acts 4:32). Jesus also says, "Go, sell what you
have, give to the poor, come and follow me" (Mk. 10:21).

But Jesus does not call for a mindless letting go of the
values we are given to manage, but rather for an
employment of them with Him according to His
purposes.
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When I say "let go of riches," I mean above all letting go
of power, the will to dominate, which is also power
over consciences, over the poor, over our caregivers, over
those who cooperate with us. This is also true for us,
religious men and women, who exercise moral power,
and it is true for anyone who exercises governance, in the
management of material and even more human
resources. We need to be careful, to have the decisive and
delicate attention that Jesus had. For this to be possible,
however, Jesus must stop being a concept or a mere
example to be followed, but become a vital
relationship; we must talk to him and in dialogue with
him, decide what to do.

This dialogue requires a real exodus, it requires leaving
behind a religiosity made up of precepts and a morality
that is worn according to occasion: "having laid down his
garments, he took his apron."

We will therefore have to do an operation of undressing:
laying down our garments. Indeed, only by putting on
Jesus Christ can we bless and glorify him with others and
in others, who is close to us.

An interesting emphasis we find again in John's Gospel,
"When he had washed their feet, he resumed his
garments, and sat down ..." (Jn. 13:12) when it tells us that
Jesus resumes his garments but does not take off his
apron. This is not "forgetfulness": that apron is to
become our true garment, our true badge.
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The exodus from conceptual habits or reassuring
precepts allows us to come out of 'ambiguity: we become
consistent with Jesus' consistency. We can embrace,
understand, mediate, but never compromise, never
bondage ourselves to power, never go in pursuit of
wealth, never enslave ourselves to the lie of being needed.
And if more convincing evidence were needed, the
measure of what we are and what we possess is clear to
us if we think about our physical death.

I commend all of us to be like Jesus, humble sons and
daughters who handle the gifts received from the Father
and lead everything back to the Father because everything
has come from Him.

Therefore, our Opera, not by chance or opportunism, but
by vocation must inhabit the basements of History and
not the palaces of the powerful, must take off the armor
of Saul to take up the sling of David. We must discover
the incredible power of nonviolence!

As Calabrian Family we are not called to enter into
competition with others. We avoid dressing ourselves in
the signs of power. We have the power to become
signs, not the signs of authority (power).

However, let us beware of the risk of delusions of
omnipotence: we would like to solve the problems of all
those who have fallen into addiction, all the marginalized,
all the prostitutes, all the evictees, all the migrants, all the
sick; but if we claimed to solve everyone's problem, we
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would have the signs of power on us. We are not called
to solve the problems of marginalization, injustice,
fragility; instead, we have the power to place signs on the
slick road on which people walk; the signs of Jesus, signs
of sharing, of poverty, of blessing.

Introduce the homeless into your home, feed the hungry,
participate in the lives of the poorest, don't forget about
the lonely... These are the actions we find in Matthew's
Gospel in ch. 25 "I was hungry and you gave me food, I was
thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed
me, naked and you clothed me, sick and you visited me, 1 was in
prison and you came to visit me..." and this is also what the
young cleric John Calabria did.

Without calculation. Without resources.

Sign.

Even Jesus did not solve the problem of all the outcasts
of His time, He did not raise all the dead, not all lepers
were healed, and not all epileptics were healed: only some,
because otherwise He Himself would have had the signs
of power on His shoulders.

The Lord makes us understand that we cannot solve all
injustices, however, we can place signs of hope, turn on
lights, ring bells. We, as a Calabrian Family, as a
charismatic family, this is what we are called to be:
clang of the bell.
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So I would like to tell you not to be distressed if in front
of the floods of violence and injustice we feel powerless,
especially  when we experience loneliness, the
impossibility of communication with others and have to
keep everything within ourselves. Jesus has not freed us
from all our conditioning, from all our poverty and
miseries; He carries them on His shoulders and we can
share them with Him. Now we can walk with Him, talk
with Him: inhabit the Kingdom.

"Exodus," in conclusion, means to leave the riches, to
leave the quarrels, the securities, the reassuring compacts,
to leave our garments and gird our aprons. Let us try as
Fr. Primo Mazzolati said, to learn to be all, men and
women "of” peace and not "in" peace!!!
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7. SHOOTS OF PEACE

Dear brothers, dear sisters, the Peace of Christ is a gift
and it is a path of inner life that is concretized in choices
and actions consistent with Him; may the desire to speak
with Him, to be for Him, with Him, in Him, always
remain firm and be born in everyone.

As the Calabrian Family, the Family of Divine Providence
that in infinite ways with infinite imagination unravels in
our lives, I call attention, at the end of this journey, to the
risk of expectations.

What to expect then, for a peaceful future?

As children, not even this question crossed our minds or
troubled our hearts. The adults, on the other hand, who
act, have their hearts, minds and spirits restless and
continually in search of becoming.

The figure of the old man, told about in Jean Giono's
"The Man Who Planted Ttrees," helps us find an answer
and gives a solution to how to handle what troubles us
and avoid being troubled by anything other than a
healthy restlessness for the Kingdom.

They should also say of us, "He was an athlete of God."

Where that person had passed "I# was now a place where one
Jelt like dwelling. (...) Lazarus had now come out of the grave."

29



It is my heartfelt hope that this story can in some way be
a metaphor for the silent yet inexorable growth of Peace
in us and in the contexts we inhabit.

If a person pretends to do it alone, with his dogged
determination to change himself and the world in which
he lives, he is planting a seed that will with difficulty bear
fruit.

“ planted, Apollos watered, but it was God who made it grow. So,
neither he who plants nor he who waters is worth anything, but only
God, who makes it to grow.” (1Cor 3,6-7)

In fact, the sprouting of seeds is inevitable and impossible
to force, the trees begin to grow, they have grown and
begun to create a new world around them, to draw water
to the surface, to melt away the anger, the fears, the
ugliness and to bring drops of happiness, to be full of life
for the other.

I wish each of us to be one of those sprouts, to hold
within us the hope of the farmer who planted it, to
harbour its determination.

Let us learn determination for Life, despite the
barrenness that can be felt all around and within us, with
the certainty that one day Peace will be there and that we
will have contributed to the coming of that day. A day
when we will look up with our eyes, to see that Face and
hear with our ears the sound of His Voice saying to us:
Shalom!
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Happy sprouting to everyonel!

In Christ I bless youl!
Your brother and father
Massimiliano
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